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omentum was greyish, and the blood in its vessels firmly coagulated, so as to cause them to resemble cords, the liver was softened, and sulphuric acid was found in the fluid contained in the peritoneum ; yet the stomach was pcrfcctly entire, although its Avails were blackened. This darkening of the walls of the stomach (rarely if ever observed in the gullet), according to Casper, depends entirely on the action of the acid upon the blood; but this would not seem to be absolutely correct, for there is no doubt but that oil of vitriol has the power of charring and blackening albuminous matters, ending according to Mulder, in the production of sulphate of ammonia along with free sulphuric and humic acids. In one very good specimen contained in the museum attached to the Manchester School of Medicine, the walls of the viscus referred to, look as if they had for a time been exposed to the action of fire, being of a brownish colour throughout, whilst in another preparation a black layer of transformed tissue lias been formed 011 the inner surface of the viscus. From the rapidity with which it proves fatal, the intestines are rarely affected for any distance downwards, and for the same reason purging is seldom observed. Some toxicologists seem to think that this constipation depends upon a constriction of the pylorus which is usually, but not not invariably, observed after death; but the true cause would rather seem to be that indicated above, for should life be prolonged for any length of time dejections of bloody or blackish matters are usually noticed. The duration of the case has also an important bearing 011 the postmortem appearances observed elsewhere, for the patient sometimes survivcslong enough to enable the mouth and gullet to resume their normal condition. Of course, such cases must be carefully distinguished from those mentioned above, where no injury to these parts was incurred from swallowing the poison. In cases of death from oil of vitriol, the blood is usually thick and treacly, and darker than usual; whilst, again, in some instances it is coagulated, probably from the effects of acid absorbed into the veins. These clots have been analysed by Dr 
